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On May 13, Defense Minister Gen. Hector Gramajo announced that he had placed six officers under
arrest for organizing an attempted coup, and suspended or ordered the retirement of three others.
Next, he said army investigators had discovered that eight civilians were also involved in instigating
the mutiny, and that their names were begin given to the government for possible prosecution.
According to the New York Times (05/15/88), the attempted coup has inspired a public debate on
the value of democracy, the political performance of President Vinicio Cerezo, and the role of the
army in the country's political affairs. The Guatemalan media has encouraged a discussion of these
issues, including citing comments by pedestrians in the capital, politicians, army commanders, and
university lecturers. While most appear to oppose a military takeover, many also claim Cerezo is
an incompetent administrator, albeit well-meaning. The coup attempt took place on the morning
of May 11 when battalions from two regions of the country converged on the capital. Troops loyal
to the government and top commanders quashed the coup without firing a single shot. (See CAU,
05/13/88.)
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